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TO: Pardons Board Members
From: Jesus Benitez #80778

Reg: Personal Letter

When | was young | never considered how my actions affect others. | only cared about my
own interests with a sense of entitlement and arrogance, which | believe was a product of a lack of
discipline. This lack of consequences fueled my criminal pattern for many years, starting at the age of 14
and ending at the age of my arrest. It is such a shame that it took such horrible acts for me to get the
consequences and discipline that | deserved. However, this was the turning point my life.

The process of change is not instant. It takes time and honesty about who you are: the
good, the bad, where you are in life and where you want to go. This process of change still continues to
this day. | keep a constant reflection on the past, present, and future along with who | was, who | am,
and who | want to become...| feel that it is important to remember the mistakes of the past, but if you
only view me as the person | was in the past then you will never see me as the person | have worked so
very hard to become.

I believe actions speak louder than words, so when | say that | am sorry, remorseful, or that
I have taken responsibility for my actions, | hope that | put some weight behind my words by abstaining
from drugs and alcohol for the past 19 years, which was a contributing factor to my actions, and I've
taken the appropriate classes that have taught me how to avoid situations that can lead me to another
offense.

Robbery is a serious offense and although the weapon that was used on many if not all the
robberies was not operable (all components for firing were missing) see exhibits, it still does not take
away the fact that | terrified many people and took advantage of them by pointing a gun that they
thought was lethal. '

I try my very best to live with what | have done and although it is very important to
remember the mistakes of the past it is also very important to press forward to the greater
accomplishments of the future so, try and live honorably, be humble, have compassion, and give this
great life a smile every minute of every day.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Respectfully,

Jesus Benitez #80778
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